EDITORIAL                                     No. 54   SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER   2004          
We’ve new advertisers in this issue, which is very reassuring with regard to the Magazine’s popularity. There are also some amendments and additions to the inside covers, especially that highlighting the fact that you don’t have to belong to the Tennis Club in order to use the courts – you can hire them yourself. Now that summer’s virtually gone, this one has emphasised some problems with the distribution of these Magazines. On many occasions, when we’ve gone round with the bundles to the deliverers, we’ve found some are on holiday, or gone away for a few days, or even too ill to deliver them. If it’s possible, I’d like some ‘reserve’ helpers, to cover for these occasions. There are usually around thirty magazines to deliver in ‘your street’, so if you would like to volunteer to help out, when necessary, please let me know now. My number is 01884 34111.

Democracy is a device that ensures we shall be governed 

no better than we deserve.

LETTER TO THE ED.

Dear Mr Holmes.  Last autumn, more than 1200 teams across Devon took part in the largest live radio quiz ever to be staged in the county – and this year we are doing it all over again! In 2003, BBC Radio Devon’s ‘Test the County’ quiz raised more than £20,000 for the BBC Radio Devon Chestnut Appeal.

You may remember that we broadcast the questions in a special live programme hosted by Judi Spiers and Matt Woodley. Those taking part listened to radios across the length and breadth of the county in village halls, pubs, theatres, hotels, churches, social clubs and in their homes – before swapping papers and marking them. The winning team was awarded the ‘Chestnut Challenge Bowl’ after a thrilling head to head final!  This year we’re hoping to make the event even bigger and better. We want more people to take part in more locations across Devon and we also want to send more of our reporters to broadcast from places where people are playing ‘Test the County’.

Would you be willing to be part of this year’s event on Thursday, October 21st? Would you, or anyone in your village, be able to organise a team or number of teams to take part in the general knowledge quiz, to pit their wits against teams from all over Devon? We’ll provide you with the posters to advertise what you’re doing, as well as full instructions and answer sheets. Tell us what you’re up to and we’ll advertise your event extensively on air too. Maybe we can broadcast live from your event on the night itself?

The aim of the Chestnut Appeal is to raise one million pounds to build a new state of the art prostate cancer unit to serve the whole of Devon. At the time of writing, we are three quarters of the way there. We hope that ‘Test the County II’ will play a significant part in helping us achieve our target – as well as being a most enjoyable evening!

If you would like to be part of it in some way, please let me know – by post, email simon.furber@bbc.co.uk or telephone on 01752 234 944. Whether you’re able to gather a number of teams together, or if you can play at home with friends, make sure you join us for ‘Test the County II’ on Thursday 21st October. I look forward to hearing from you.             Yours sincerely, 
Simon Furber.

Life without a little danger now and then is a waste of oxygen.

ODE TO GABLES ROAD PHARMACY
What a wonderful day when the chemist came to stay! From the young to the old, problems are solved.

There’s syrup to lick, for a baby’s colic and practical advice for head lice.

There’s pills and potions, for bad tums and loose motions and a badly gashed finger made safe for a villager.

A soothing balm that creates calm for that terrible pain, there’s relief for migraine.

The correct suppository for that part of the anatomy coyly unmentioned, especially by the pensioned.

Mrs Penny’s physic creates that certain magic. I hope this has made you laugh,   To: Mrs Penny and her staff

THE FUTURE: ORGANIC WASTE COLLECTIONS.
One area in which MDDC shines is that of its refuse collection team. Survey after survey shows that in general, the public feel they are more than satisfied with the operation, I certainly support that notion. Contained within a Government report on MDDC’s overall performance, there is some concern that while we do a good job removing household rubbish, we need to do a great deal more in breaking down - and the segregation of - all of the various waste commodities. From an Environmental point of view, which should be seen as the norm, the criticism is absolutely right.

So now what?  MDDC has, in partnership with other District Councils, been given a share of limited government funding for the task, to make provision for and introduce a more Environmental Friendly Waste Collection Service. At the present time - and bearing in mind we are talking Local Government here - a new system for both household related waste, as well as the kerbside recycling provision, is to be introduced around November, 2005.

While details have yet to be finalised, I can say that each household will be issued with a wheeled bin in which to put garden waste, food waste and cardboard. All types of food waste will be composted, including meat, bones and  other  cooked food. Householders will also get a kitchen “caddy” to collect food waste.

There will be alternate weekly collections - organic bins and recycling boxes one week, non recyclable refuse the following week. The recycling boxes will continue to be emptied by Mid Devon Community Recycling. The organic waste wheeled bins will be emptied by MDDC’s existing refuse collection crews. Collection rounds are to be reorganised, so that recycling and other collections will take place on the same day each week. For example, if your waste is collected on a Wednesday, that will also be the day your recycling box will be emptied.

Beyond your front gate, other factors will also fall into place. A new “in-vessel” composting plant will be built in Mid Devon, as I understand it, within the existing Broadpath landfill site at Uffculme (Planning Permission has yet to be sought).  The advantage of this new system is that it can process all food waste as well as garden waste.  Other issues include:-

1. There is no need to increase the existing lorry fleet, as there will be little or no significant increase in distances covered.

2. The opportunity to put smelly food waste in either week’s collection.
3. By collecting cardboard with composting collections means we can now include plastic milk bottles (without the tops) in your recycling collections.

Between now and November 2005, a programme of presentations to Town/Parish Councils and other community organisation will take place. A visual survey of all properties to ascertain suitability of wheeled bins will be carried out. There will be special provisions where wheeled bins are not considered practical. Explanatory leaflets to outline the scheme in detail will be circulated between February and November 2005.  Within the same period, there will be specialist Road Shows within the three main towns, along with Village exhibitions. Between June and November 2005, a phased delivery of wheeled bins and the commencement of the new collections scheme will begin.
I hope the information, sketchy as it is, has given you an insight into what is proposed. You may say why change a good system?  I know that some people take the view “if it ain’t broke, don’t mend it”.  Given the service level returns, based on the annual Council Charge, that may well be a good argument.  While I may not be your ardent Environmentalist, I am a realist. Waste management, or to put it the correct way, the Management of Waste, cannot be ignored. Landfill sites up and down the country are at crisis point. In the West Country, numerous sites have already reached capacity and have closed. Those remaining are all close to their capacity levels.

The local Broadpath facility has an estimated 10 to 15 years effective life, which raises other issues. Should we landfill, or indeed as they apparently do in London, fill huge barges and dump it out at sea? Either way, such measures must have an adverse environmental impact.  That issue must and is being addressed.

A great deal is going on in an effort to deal with the local problem. New methods on how to better Manage Waste are being explored and introduced.  However, in order to make these new schemes totally effective, all of us have a major role to play. That is why here in Mid Devon the proposals, as outlined, are being introduced. Yes, it is a bit of a culture change but it is also a vital safeguard if we are to ensure an effective, sustainable, long term environment for future generations.
As I have, said I am not an expert in this field but if you have any questions or would want further information don’t hesitate to call. My phone number and e-mail are published inside the front cover.

Thanks for your time,      Eddie Dennis

Common sense is genius dressed in its working clothes.
St. MARY’S PARISH CHURCH

Observant readers of the press will have noticed that St. Mary’s church received a generous legacy in the will of the late Henry Retter. Mr Retter lived in Willand, before his move to Sidmouth, and was active in the church here.
Under the terms of his will, the £25,000 he left ‘to the Vicar and Churchwardens’ was to be spent on the fabric of the church, at their discretion. This does mean that as the money is restricted, it cannot be spent on the routine costs of running the church. The same applies to other money received of late in the form of grants and donations. These were similarly restricted to fabric work such as the porch roof, notice board, amplification system, carpet, etc. The same applies to money given in sponsorship of the Vicar’s cycle ride to Edinburgh – restricted to equipment for use in church.

To those who are friends of St. Mary’s church in Willand, we appreciate the help the PCC receives from you in the form of legacies, grants and gifts for the church fabric. On the other hand, in common with most churches across Devon, we are finding it hard to increase our income to match the increase in the everyday costs of the church and its ministry. (16% is our contribution to the Parish Share this year).

The proceeds of the sale of the old church hall have been invested to provide income for the general costs of running the church in the future. The proceeds of the sale were restricted so that they could only be spent on a capital project or invested. For the time being at least, the PCC has gone down the route of investment to generate income for the current account. 

St. Mary’s can appear to be better off than it really is. We thought this explanation would help to clarify the picture.  The legacy from Mr. Retter does mean that St. Mary’s can think seriously about solving some real problems our church presents to worshippers. Our carpets are so worn as to need urgent replacement. The floor in one place requires attention, and the seating cause’s severe pain to some worshippers. We have no flexibility to provide crèche facilities during services – especially missed at Parish Praise. 

The pews, which only date from the 1860s, are the greatest problem because on the one hand they prevent people from worshipping who find the discomfort too great. On the other hand, the pews have been part of the appearance of the church for as long as anyone can remember. Feelings can run high at any suggestion that they might be replaced.

There is more than one way these problems might be solved. A consultation process is about to begin (following the vicar’s sabbatical). Interested people will have the opportunity to see a range of possibilities and make their comments and suggestions.  At the outset it is important to say that any work done in the church will be to the highest standard of materials, design and workmanship. There will be a ‘Quality Policy’. One problem with the existing pews is that they are of poor design and material (apart from the choir stalls). There is no intention to introduce any low quality items into St. Mary’s. If we are to introduce chairs, then they must be ‘test driven’ to see that they are up to standard.

We hope that this explanation and invitation to be involved is well received.


           Keith Horsfall Vicar, Wardens and PCC of St. Mary’s Church

It’s never too late to be what you might have been.

LOST ORCHARD 2004 ART & CRAFT EXHIBITION

This is our sixth show in Willand Church Hall, raising much needed money for the Church Fabric Fund.  Last year’s show had a lot of good craft work, so this year we have chosen a new range of crafts for you to buy. We have two potters, wicker basket work, metal work, a felt maker, silk painting, silver jewellery, wooden animals and jigsaws.  We have some of last year’s painters and some new ones, including Margaret Johnson, who does landscapes of Devon.

The ladies of the church bake delicious cakes for this event and you can sample some with your refreshment, all for the price of the £1.00 entry fee.  Please support us by bringing your friends with you on Thursday September 9th until Saturday September 11th, 10.00am to 5.00pm daily. Tickets are available at the door, at £1.00 per person.                                                                      Jo Haldane
Nothing will dispel enthusiasm like a small admission fee.

WILLAND LADIES CAMEO
At the July meeting, after the minutes were read, the chairman introduced Nicola Storey from the Women's Refuge. We have been collecting toiletries for them.  She took several boxes of goods, which she said would help raise morale. She answered some questions about conditions at the refuge and their work. Children are often brought into the refuge with their mothers, so we thought it might be nice to collect some things for them at the same time next year.
The singles group had been on holiday in June and reported that they had had a wonderful time, full of fun and laughter.   A group of members had visited Powderham Castle, the weather was at its best and the talk earlier in the 
year by Mrs Presswell made the visit doubly enjoyable.   The cream tea was jolly good, too!

The question of funds for the craft group was discussed but the decision put off until next month. However Mrs. Batchelor offered the use of a room in her house for meetings so that the cost can be kept down. Mesdames Penberthy, Hayhoe, Batchelor and Smith have organised a coffee morning in support of Hospiscare and they appealed for cakes, books etc. and asked us to come along and support them. In the event, it was a big success and at our August meeting Mrs Penberthy reported having raised £406.00 (including donations). Mrs Bartlett reported that her tea party (also for Hospiscare ) had raised £100.00. Both ladies received letters of thanks and Mrs Penberthy showed us a certificate she had received.

The July talk was given by Mr Rice who had been the manager of Barclays bank in Cullompton for many years.   His talk was 'Laughter is the best medicine’ and he had a good collection of anecdotes for our entertainment.
   
In August we had a less formal meeting.  We were pleased to see 42 members and particularly to welcome Phyllis Pearce and Doris Hunkin, who had both missed a number of meetings due to illness. The craft group had brought some examples of their work to show us, and the question of their funds was raised again. It was decided to let them have £30.00 from the funds now and another £20.00 at a later date. The work they are doing  at this time will go on sale at our coffee morning /sale of craft in October, but  they   have heard that the children's hospice would like some pretty quilts, so that may be next year's project. It was suggested that a plant stall could be added to the crafts, etc, and members might like to think of taking cuttings and potting them up. Mrs Bartlett reported that the art group numbers have dropped off. She suggested some more of us might come along and see what we could do. Mrs Tebbey had been to the opening of the environmental area at the village school and had been very impressed by the amount of work that had been done. She suggested that a group of us might go along during next term.
The walking group had travelled on the train from Bishops Lydiard to Minehead and walked up North Hill for a picnic on the top.  They had also been to Ashclyst and Dulverton. The business being concluded we helped ourselves to the quantity of delicious food that members had brought along. A Beetle drive and a food quiz concluded the evening. Please remember that we have the Coffee Morning at the Village Hall on October 9th, in aid of C.H.A.T and the BBC’s Chestnut Appeal.
                                                                                                         Phyllis Vernon

A teacher can only lead you to the threshold of your own mind.

GOVERNMENT PROPOSALS FOR PROTECTED AREAS

The County Council has responded strongly to Government proposals which could mean the removal of local landscape designations at some of Devon's most beautiful areas. The Government’s consultation paper 'Sustainable Development in Rural Areas' says that local designations such as Areas of Great Landscape Value (AGLV) and Coastal Preservation Areas (CPAs) are not necessary and that other national policies should provide sufficient protection for the countryside. This means that local authorities would have less influence over development and planning matters in these areas. Dartmoor and Exmoor National Parks and Devon's five Areas of Outstanding National Beauty will not be affected by these proposals
Perhaps it’s only coincidence but man’s best friend can’t talk.

P.C.PRECIS

At the July meeting, letters of thanks had been received for donations made by the P.C. – Culm Valley Car Scheme, Winged Fellowship Trust, Viridor (regarding that made to the School’s Environmental Project) and an amount was agreed for the Luncheon Club. In addition to the details of cheques written, the monthly totals of income received are also to be shown in P.C. meeting minutes.
The Council appears to have successfully negotiated the minefield situation of the Cemetery, although there are some residents who have been ‘casualties’ in one way or another in the conflict. The lack of information prior to the event seems to have been the major concern – what is known as the mushroom effect, I believe. And after the hostilities, nobody ever says sorry for their activities. However, there is still the Churchyard to be ‘tested’, this time, presumably, with MDDC’s £800 ‘pressure gauge’ (after training), although if the force used in its demonstration at the meeting is anything to go by, the church itself could suffer.  But the lessons learnt from this skirmish will no doubt benefit similar activities in the future, both for our and other Councils.

Residents have raised concerns regarding children playing within the storm drain on the Willand Moor development. There are a number of options available to overcome this problem, although other Health & Safety concerns regarding water in local ditches and the trough in the cemetery were deemed no more a threat than those found in parks or farmyards. Children should be made aware there are places where care needs to be taken and not all surfaces are cotton-wool soft or made of bouncy rubber. A grazed knee is a lesson learnt.                                

August is not a good month for P.C. meetings, with only five councillors and two members of the public attending (plus ‘guests’). Two people came along from Woodland Trust to assure the council the land will never be sold for development, although they would be prepared to lease it to the council if it wished to manage the areas themselves. 

Our Community Policeman (whoever dreamed up the title ‘Neighbourhood Beat Manager’?) has been leaflet-dropping on the Willand Moor development in response to reports of alleged anti-social behaviour. He emphasised the need for parents to try to be aware of their children’s whereabouts and activities, as well as their own responsibilities.

Other snippets of interest include the fact that if you want Broadband and have a BT ‘phone line, rather than asking BT as an individual, it’s advantageous to make the request via Wanadoo. Our lengthsman has completed his stint in and around Willand and will be back in three months – with a list of things to do. One Stop/Tesco WILL have resurfaced the area in front of the shop by August 27th (nip round and have a look), otherwise they’ll be subject to a court order. And please be aware that when the BT phone box in Somerlea is removed, if an emergency arises on the Recreation Ground, the nearest call box is by the bus stop in Silver Street, almost opposite Gables Road and not as specified on the notice-board behind the paper store, which will be amended in due course.

The Clerk has had to draw up a register of Fixed Assets – benches, gates, notice-boards, flower tubs, village signs, etc, which are the responsibility of the P.C., for insurance purposes. This list also includes the Millennium Clock, on the Village Hall. Fixed it may be - but an asset?   Extremely doubtful, ever since the night it was unveiled.
The Robin Hood Experience on Sunday 25th July was an exceptionally well attended community social occasion and was a great success. This prompted the view that perhaps a larger-scale activity could be organised, such as a ‘Willand Show/Fayre’ or an Annual Gathering, whereby all the different organisations and businesses in the village could have their own stand/mini-marquee or put on a display to demonstrate their activities, as part of a whole day’s entertainment. Please give it some serious thought and if anyone thinks the idea sounds attractive and has some merit, please be kind enough to give the editor a call and tell him so (I volunteered, as a non-affiliated person, to co-ordinate the interest). My number, again, is 01884 34111                                                                                        B.H.

POLICE UPDATE/CONCLUSION OF CEMETERY INQUIRY (July)
Following a complaint of suspected criminal damage, PC3894 Davies investigated this sensitive matter. Devon and Cornwall Constabulary force Legal Department qualified that the Parish Council has a legal/safety responsibility to ensure all headstones are inspected, with steps to reduce any risk being taken. Providing the Parish Council had avoided or reduced possible damage, i.e. cordoning off pending structural repair, notifying respective relatives, laying down of stones and suitable local advertising prior to the inspection, surely those concerned would have felt happier with the Council’s actions.  That said, if the Health & Safety officer, fully trained, acted in good faith following safety directives and British Guidelines of Safety Standards, the Council are unlikely to be liable. Therefore, no criminal act has been caused and I have updated Mr Chairman David Maynard and Mrs Moore (complainant) prior to this meeting.

Clearly, this sensitive matter will be at the forefront for many months/years to come, a steep learning curve for all concerned. Avoidance is a major priority regarding any future upset and health concerns together. Please adjust and restructure any future inspections to avoid local Parish hostilities.

                                                                                         PC 3894 Malcolm Davies
Reply from Parish Council:

Nobody ever says sorry for their activities. This is complete fabrication. The magazine editor was asked to correct this piece on the cemetery memorial inspection but he refused to do so.  Therefore, Willand Parish Council reserves the right to reply.  He also failed to mention that in the police report it was stated that not only were we right in our actions but indeed would have been proved negligent if we had not have done so. Willand Parish Council would like to confirm that during the 8 July Full Council meeting it was in fact minuted that the Clerk reiterated that she and Willand Parish Council were truly sorry for any upset caused by the inspection of the cemetery.  These minutes were displayed on the notice board and indeed on the website.
Furthermore, every relative concerned received a letter from the Parish Council in May stating that “It is with deep regret that we are writing to advise you that the memorial of your relative has been deemed unsafe during an inspection of Willand Cemetery”.  Later in the letter it was stated that “Willand Parish Council finds itself in a very difficult position, trying to ensure the safety of all visitors to the cemetery both young and old.  The Council very much regrets any distress that this may have caused you personally”.

The magazine editor attended both the June and July Full Council meetings during which about 2 hours of time was dedicated to discussing this matter.  It is rather concerning that he claims that the Council have not apologised for upset caused regarding this issue.

At the end of the day the Council are genuine volunteers who give up a lot of their spare time in an attempt to make the parish a better, safer and nicer place to live.  It is such a shame that this cannot be appreciated by the minority.

                                           David Maynard – Chairman of Willand Parish Council

I can only say that I chose the word ‘activities’ very carefully and specifically. The Police Update report is a facsimile of the handwritten copy read out at the meeting (I’ve checked it with P.C. Davies, twice) and I, too, am a genuine volunteer.                                                                                                 B.H. / Ed.
WILLAND METHODISTS 

Some years ago I always thought that going to church was not very interesting and people were boring, so I just did not bother to go.  After all, you can worship at home if you want.  Then I began to think not all things are the same, and when I moved to Willand, I came across the Methodist Church and decided to go one Sunday morning.  The welcome I received from everyone was very good and the progress I've made since has been very satisfying.

Never judge by what you see on the outside, take a look inside, you might just like it.                                                                                                 Chris Brewitt

 
The task of the leader is to get his people from where they are to where they have not been.
LETTER FROM DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL - RE CYCLE-WAY SIGNS.
A couple of weeks ago I was in Willand and finally had a chance to survey the offending signs.  I have to agree that in some instances the size and position of the signs is not as sympathetic to the local environment as we might have hoped for. However, as you will appreciate, all highway signing is governed by the provisions of the Signs Regulations issued by the Department of Transport, which stipulates certain criteria for text heights, plate sizes, legends and symbols. 
Within these guidelines there is some flexibility to manage the impact of signs and there may be some mileage in reviewing the positioning of the new signs without creating a cluttered appearance, with signs dotted all over the place.

 

As you may be aware, in recent weeks the developers have completed the link between the new development and Orchard Way, so this gives us an opportunity to review the completed cycle route and consider any improvements which can be made to the provision of signing.                                            Bob Wigley, D.C.C.
Do it today – tomorrow it might be illegal.
WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

We had a very successful outing to Rosemoor Gardens in June. Although it rained quite heavily on our journey there, once we had arrived the sun came out and we were able to appreciate the improvements that have been made there recently, including the new rose garden.

At our July meeting, we had a talk about penstemons and were able to see and buy about 40 different varieties. In September, we will be having a flower arranging demonstration, followed by a talk on British wild flowers in October. On Saturday, 18th September, we will be having a coffee morning in the Village Hall. The funds raised will help offset the inevitable loss from the Flower Show (14th August). We hope that we will have a late influx of entries, although the very hot and dry weather has made a lot of plants go over. Visitors are welcome at our meetings, which are held on the second Wednesday of the month from March to December (excluding June).                                                  Carol Allan
ADVANTAGE, INITIATIVE

Two residents were travelling to Wimbledon from Honiton Station to watch the tennis in June.  They met up with another couple going to the same venue and enquired of the Stationmaster if there was a possibility of getting something to eat on the train during the journey. The short answer was ‘no’ but he gave them a list of items that he could make available to them.  They made their selection and he made a ‘phone call. When he had finished, he said “the items will be made up and waiting for you when you get to Yeovil Junction. A lady will be waiting for you on the platform, at the point where your carriage stops. Please have the correct money ready to give her.” Bacon butties have never tasted better.                      Ed
A promise made is a debt unpaid.

WILLAND PRE SCHOOL  

Welcome back, hope you all have had a restful holiday and are looking forward to the new term ahead.

‘Congratulations’ to all our children who are going to Willand Primary School and GOOD LUCK.  A big welcome to all our new children who are about to join the Pre School, we hope your time with us will be happy and eventful.
Congratulations also to Ann Lehner and Cath Norman who have recently gained Level 2 in Pre School Practice and also Claire Davey who has achieved Level 3. Also to Angie Troake and Trudi Saxton, who have recently been appointed as our new Joint Pre School Leaders, following Christine Osmond’s recent retirement after 27 years, she will be sadly missed.

A big ‘welcome’ to our new chairperson Trish Harrogate, who has taken over from Clair Tancock.  Clair has been involved with the Pre School for a number of years and we would like to take this opportunity to thank her for all her hard work and dedication that she has shown.

A big ‘thank you’ goes to all who have contributed their time and expertise to raise funds for the Pre School over the last year.  We recently held a Family Night where we raised approximately £500.00, special thanks goes to TDG/Safeway, Lloyd Maunders and Fossil Disco.  The money raised helped to purchase new musical instruments, glove puppets, story bag, dressing up clothes and storage units etc.   

A small reminder to new and existing parents, please feel free to attend our (very

social) committee meetings, details of which are put on the white board in the lobby of the Pre School building.   Hope to see you there,                  Sara Newell
Consider the postage stamp - it sticks to one thing until it gets there.
A NEWSPAPER’S EDITORIAL LICENCE.
“Prince Charles was almost killed in a ‘near miss’ with a passenger ‘plane containing 186 passengers, as his aircraft took off from R.A.F. Northolt”  Not, you’ll notice, “186 passengers were almost killed…………”                            Ed. 

WILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 

In May, Jump Rope For Heart 2004 was a great success with lots of children participating. Mr Lang (the PE Co-ordinator) organised this event. Almost the whole of KS2 took part in the event raising a spectacular amount of money, to be exact, £1799.56. We were really pleased when we handed £1349.67 over to Sue Taylor who came to our school representing the British Heart Foundation. We kept £449.89 to go towards things for our school. We want to say a big thank you to all the children that took part and all the parents for their great support.

As you know we had our Annual Penalty Shoot Out at the end of June. There was lots of fun and games for all ages. There were stalls including The Crockery Smash, Tombola, Hoopla, a BBQ and much, much more. On the other hand there were a lot of determined children taking part in the football and netball shoot out. So far we have raised the sum of around £1,300. But we are still waiting for more sponsorship money to come in. A big thank-you to all the people who helped put the night together. Also thank you to everybody who came along and supported the night. 

At the opening of the Environmental Area on the 7thJuly 2004 Mr Disney opened the environmental area for us by cutting the ribbon. Here are some of the things that we have done to prepare for this event:

Before Christmas, Nick Ridley came to Willand School to do some sculpture in wood with some children. We had a competition to see who got the chance to work with him. We had to look at a piece of wood and had to draw the animal we could see. The sculptures the children made were put in the environmental area on the gate. He has also made some caterpillar seats which are at the back of the garden.
The environmental area contains many different areas including the Butterfly Garden. To attract the butterflies we have planted different shrubs to put butterfly feeders in as soon as the plants have grown. They are nice to look at and now we can enjoy looking at interesting butterflies too. 

In the Environmental Area,  there  is  a  corner  which  is  dedicated to all sorts of minibeasts. There  is  a  range  of  habitats, such as  logs, bare earth, stones, sand, stone trenches, bricks, plastic sheets, piles of granite cubes and thin plastic. We have designed this area to see where minibeasts live; children can search in the habitats and look for minibeasts.

The Environmental Area is open to the whole community now after school hours so please do come along and take a look. 

Year 3 and 4 have been to sing and play for the over 60s. They took a medley of the songs from the school play to inspire their audience and a number of individuals played their instruments. In reward they were all treated to drinks. It was a lovely occasion which both parties enjoyed.

On Thursday the 13th, 14th and 15th Key Stage Two acted out the play Alice in Wonderland. Everybody worked very hard, but it was great fun! Here are some of the actor’s thoughts:
Jamie (Mad Hatter) said: “The play went really well and when you were on the stage it was like magic.”
Kathryn  (March Hare)  said:  “I was amazed at  how well everybody  had learned 
their lines.  I  felt  really  nervous,  but  excited  at  the same time, when you were
backstage you felt fine.”  

Lewis (King of Hearts) said: “Everyone was fantastic, I was a bit scared about getting my lines wrong.”

Lauren (Queen of hearts) said, “I will never forget what a fun experience it was!”

On Monday 19th July Year 6 had their end of year Leavers Party. The teachers at the school all helped in one way or the other whether it was organising a game or helping with the food. There was a range of activities including over and under with oranges, sticky glue with a twist and much more. There was plenty to do and no one stood still for a minute.

We are soon going to be going up to our next classes and even new schools. We are saying good-bye to Mr Wayland, Mrs Roberts and Mrs Brown and saying hello to some new faces: Miss Retallick, Mr Colgate and Mrs Godfrey.
By Year 6

Ed’s note.  I’ve been very much aware just how much of a thrill the children who write these articles got from seeing their name in print in the Magazine. Not any more, it would seem. The following is a note from Anne Hawkins, at the school. “I hadn't realised that the magazine went on the internet until one of the candidates at interview told me, so unfortunately we can't release the full names because of our internet policy .......sorry. It is a shame that so many 
things are curtailed by the activities of the few isn't it?” Sorry, boys and girls but please don’t stop writing the articles – they’re very special.
Delay is preferable to error.

LETTER TO THE ED. - THE BEAUTIFUL GAME

Reading the Kay family’s article on the death of Conscience, so soon after seeing the hysteria on the exit of England from the European Cup, makes one think of another bereavement – the demise of Sportsmanship in Football. The denial of a possible ‘winning’ goal so near the end of the game brought reams of newsprint doubting the referee’s decision and, even a death threat to him! However, as an experienced observer of the game, he knew that even if the England player had not intentionally impeded the goalkeeper, it was only because he had not been quick-witted enough to follow his usual habits.

Spectators and referees, week after week, watch cynical violation of Soccer’s rules. In the penalty area, deliberate holding, pushing, shirt-pulling, barging, obstructing, time-wasting, tripping, hacking and stamping are the natural reactions of defenders. The attacking players add diving, appealing and vehement argument against often legitimate decisions. No wonder that a referee, forced into a split-second ruling, on the balance of probability, saw it as a foul. As did the official who over-ruled a goal scored in a World Cup game, when national hero Alan Shearer allegedly stuck an elbow into an Argentinean goalkeeper’s ear.  A former international and now pundit, given an MBE for ‘services to football’, which included the usual fouling, obscene outbursts to referees and spitting at opponents, brought the cheating perspective into focus. His suggestion as to how a talented opponent should be dealt with by the England defence was that a nominated defender should ‘clatter’ him early on to slow him down.  This ranks slightly lower than another’s explanation that a defender’s blatantly illegal tackle of an opponent, who had beaten him, ‘had’ to be made to prevent an almost certain score.

Millions of us support this travesty of sport, with one in five cars flying the national flag and TV audiences of millions. Perhaps it is because it reflects our own values of sharp practice and a ‘get away with it’ mentality. At least the gladiators of the 1st Century A.D. were seen to maim and injure openly, whilst their counterparts in the 21st have to be more devious and sly. The bread and circuses have given way to benefits and football but attitudes are still the same.

                                                                                                               Terry Allen
Another Ed’s note. A caller on the Radio 2’s Jeremy Vine programme recently suggested automatic execution for criminal offenders, when they reach a specific ‘points’ total, to eliminate crime. Perhaps footballers could be banned for life under the same sort of legislation?

A positive attitude may not solve all your problems but it will annoy enough people to make it worth the effort.

WILLAND VILLAGE HALL

The Village Hall continues to be well used, so if you are thinking of booking it, please make sure you do so in plenty of time. Bookings are being taken now for up to December 2005.   Some of our new folding chairs have gone missing. If anyone knows where they may have been taken, please let us know. 

The Hall is becoming subject to a number of new pieces of legislation, which will involve additional expense. In addition to the very expensive insurance, we have to comply with a number of regulations in order to gain our Public Entertainment Licence. Apart from regular fire service checks, we have to have all electrical equipment checked annually, fire extinguishers, boilers and central heating systems serviced and work done to comply with Health and Safety regulations. In future, the Hall will also have to apply for a license to sell alcohol, as public houses and individuals will no longer be able to apply for licenses for alcohol consumption in places like Village Halls. 

Another new regulation is that all curtains have to be regularly cleaned and fireproofed – again an additional expense. Added to these expenses are those of cleaning, electricity, gas and water - the list seems never ending!

In order to help pay for these regular outgoings without raising letting fees, we will be holding a coffee morning in October (final date yet to be arranged – look out for posters) and a Christmas Bingo in November. We would appreciate your support.                                                                                       Carol Allan 33828
PARISH LENGTHSMEN, ET AL

I’ve mentioned this particular function of South West Highways a couple of times and happened upon George Sellick recently, who was making an excellent job of trimming the vegetation on the path from the Willand Old Village road through to Harpitt Close. He’s one of the ‘new’ breed of mobile Lengthsmen, whose vehicles are equipped with an assortment of power tools with which to perform a variety of tasks. George is a local man, living in Hemyock, and whilst I had said in a previous Magazine that ‘our’ man was Willie Pyke, he’s not – Willie’s in charge of the four lengthsmen in the Tiverton area – it’s George who does the work for us and the other Culm Valley parishes. The lengthsman’s programme of work is created  by local residents informing the Parish Clerk of areas of concern, who in turn passes the information on to South West Highways.

At present, 79% of parishes actively take part in deciding the work of the lengthsman and the ultimate target is to persuade them all to participate. The parish representative has the opportunity to comment on the service via a report card system. The quality of workmanship and helpfulness of staff are monitored, with current satisfaction levels at 95% and 93% respectively. 

However, the clearing of Public Rights of Way is not the responsibility of the lengthsman. Currently, two thirds of the Rights of Way in Mid Devon fail to meet the basic standard, mainly through lack of use or maintenance by the landowners. There are 1.9 kilometers of Rights of Way in Willand and Stuart Howell, on 252557, is the man to contact when the part of the path you actually walk on needs attention. Technically, anything overhanging the path is the responsibility of the landowner/occupier to clear. Also technically, a dairy bull over ten months old is not allowed in a field crossed by a right of way, although it’s perfectly O.K. for a similar-aged beef bull to be there, providing he’s accompanied by cows or heifers. But don’t hold your breath in finding either on a path in Willand.        Ed. 

Computers make very fast, very accurate mistakes.

WILLAND HISTORY GROUP
First of all, I would like to thank Derek Grant for taking hold of the secretarial reins during my recent sojourn in Australia (during which I was glad to keep up with village affairs, reading the Willand Magazine over the Internet!). The group continues to build up membership and keep busy with on-going projects.

The October Coffee Morning and Willand History Exhibition is confirmed for the morning of Saturday 23rd October, at the Village Hall, beginning at 10.00am. There will be an exhibition of Willand history, based on the story of the parish through the ages from its foundations as an Anglo-Saxon settlement, right up to the lively and expanding village it has become in the last century, combining both photographic and documentary evidence in the display.   If you have any photo’s, letters, newspaper cuttings or other documents with a connection to Willand’s distant, or more recent past, then you are more than welcome to bring them along.  If you would like them recorded in the Willand Archive, we will have the facilities to scan, copy and return the originals that morning. Group members will also be on hand to record any memories that you may have of bygone Willand. Of course, everyone is invited to simply come and enjoy the refreshments, exchange reminiscences and maybe learn something new about Willand’s past.  We would also welcome anyone who would like to run their own ‘table-top’ sale at the coffee morning, or would like to contribute to the exhibition in any way. If you would like to get in touch with the Willand History Group on these or any other matters, please call John Crocker (01884 35589) or myself on my new number (01884 250057).

First World War, 90th Anniversary, 4th August, 2004. This August marked the ninetieth anniversary of the beginning of the First World War and a solemn ceremony was witnessed at the Cenotaph in Whitehall.  Four veterans, the youngest being 103 years old, paid a moving tribute to their comrades who died in the terrible slaughter on land and at sea.   It is fitting to remember the young men from Willand who fought and fell during that war to end all wars. The Willand War Memorial records the 14 men who lost their lives in the First World War and also those who survived the carnage. The 14 who died served in an interesting cross-section of military units. Four of them were members of the Royal Navy (two Royal Marines), nine were in the British Army (six in the various battalions of the Devonshire Regiment) and one, curiously, in the Australian Imperial Force. The latter was Private Edmund Goff, of the 13th ‘Coy’, Australian Machine Gun Corps, the son of John and Hannah Goff, of Willand. Was he a recent economic emigrant, who had answered the call of the ‘Mother Country’ from a distant shore?  These men fell in some of the major battles of the Western Front: Loos, the Somme, Arras and Third Ypres, as well as on some of the lesser known fronts – Private Arthur Chick died at a Casualty Clearing Station on the Doiran Front in Greece, while serving with the Lancashire Fusiliers.  

The saddest day for Willand came on 25th September, 1915, when two young men, Geoffrey E. Tracey and James Rugg, from different social backgrounds, both from our parish, died in the same bloody battle on the Western Front – the Battle of Loos. The two volunteer units, the 8th and 9th Battalions, Devonshire Regiment, attacked in support of each other on the 25th and captured their objectives but having suffered heavy casualties, were forced to retreat to their starting point the next day.  Lieutenant Geoffrey Eugene Tracey, a Machine Gun Officer in the 9th Battalion, was the son of Emily and the late Dr. Hugh Tracey, the village doctor who lived at the Gables.  He was 19 years old on the day he was killed.  James Rugg, a Private in the 8th Battalion, was the son of John and Elizabeth Rugg, who lived at Muxbeare Cottage – he was 20 when he died. Neither of these two young men have any known grave. Tragedy was to befall the Rugg family again, just over a year later when their elder son, William, a gunner in the Royal Marine Artillery, died on 9th November 1916.  His parents had the one consolation in that William’s body was returned to them (a fact that suggests he could have died of his wounds while convalescing at a hospital in England) and his grave can be found in St. Mary’s Churchyard.

If you have anything to add to the above information (or to correct it!), or on any other aspect of Willand and the First World War, please contact me on my new number.                                                     James Morrison      01884 250057

Generosity is giving more than you can 

and pride is taking less than you need.

TEXTING TIMES FOR DEVON’S BUSES

For the first time in the South West, passengers with mobile phones can request bus timetable information anytime, anywhere by simply sending a text message. Passengers simply text the unique eight digit code of the bus stop they wish to travel from and they will  receive an automated text detailing the departure times of the next three scheduled buses, the bus service numbers and destinations of the next few buses. 

http://www.devon.gov.uk/press-releases?url=media/text_times.html is the logon address for further information.                                                                    D.C.C.
When you get to the end of your rope, tie a knot and hang on.

FRIENDS OF COLDHARBOUR MILL
BAR-B-Q and AUCTION - This was a really successful evening and our grateful thanks to everyone who came to support the event and a special thanks to those of you who made the pledges and those who made the bids.
As a result of everyone's efforts, we have made a handsome total of nearly £600!!

COUNTRY FAIR - Don't forget to keep this date on Sunday 5th September 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Bridwell Park, Uffculme by kind permission once again of Lord & Lady Ivar Mountbatten. Craft, books, plants etc. in the way of stalls plus sideshows and arena events. Still time for volunteers to help on the Friday and  Saturday   or on the day itself;   if you can do so please contact Kathleen on 01884 840359 or the Mill 01884 840960 and many thanks.


"AT HOME" EVENING - Friday 24th September - The Committee's annual "Freebie" for Friends, providing an opportunity this year to celebrate the water-wheel restoration. Time 7 p.m. at the Mill. There will be a finger buffet and possibly a raffle!

FOX FAMILY TREE - Friday 22nd October - An interesting evening for the Friends with the help of the Mill Archivists who will be entertaining you with anecdotes, letter extracts and a spot of "ham acting"!! Time: 7.30 p.m. at the Mill - Tickets £5. to include a buffet (and maybe another raffle!).


AND FINALLY - "Happenings at the Mill" which may be of interest to you are as follows: 1) "Images of England" - English Heritage aiming to engage public interest in listed buildings and the heritage that surrounds them on a daily basis. Exhibition runs until the 25th September. 2) 4th to 29th October "The Dowry" - a Textile Exhibition by Emma Schercliff that explores traditional textile craft techniques featuring a large number of handmade exhibits. 3) 1st to 26th
November   "Small Wonders" -- A new exhibition from Uffculme Photographer Suzie Wrigley which captures moments of purity and simple beauty.

All the above Exhibitions have an admission fee of £1.50 - all at the Mill from 10-30 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily and your contact for any further details or queries is Ashley Smart (01884 840960)                        MARGOT SHERGOLD

People who say they sleep like a baby usually don’t have one.
ROYAL GARDEN PARTY
As the local District Councillor, I have in more recent years been asked to put forward nominations from within the local community to attend various Royal State Occasions or Garden Parties. The names submitted have always been among those chosen.   Imagine my surprise when earlier this year, I was advised that the then Chairman of Mid Devon District Council, Dennis Knowles, had put my name forward to represent MDDC at a Royal Garden Party to be held in the summer of this year.

That was it.  Nothing  happened  and  I  said  to Margaret  “seems like we missed out”. Then, someone in the know said “its OK, the process runs like clockwork, the invite will arrive exactly 6 weeks before the occasion”. To the exact time scale the postman duly slipped the envelope, post marked Buckingham Palace through the door. So Margaret and I were able to enjoy what for us was a special occasion coupled with some very interesting and significant happy memories.

We travelled up on the Sunday and stayed for three nights visiting many places of interest, as well as looking again around the area of Westminster where I spent many long years working. We also managed to revisit New Malden, to have a look at where, as a kid, I lived with my Mum & Dad. In those days we were at war.  Our house, like so many, had it fair share of bomb damage, the front of the house had been blown in at one stage.  On another occasion, part of the roof was badly damaged, along with most of the windows. But we survived, it was our home, there wasn’t anywhere else. Emergency repairs and then get on with your life, was the order of the day. It was not posh, I remember the kitchen had painted brick walls, but it was always clean and food, however limited due to the strict rationing of that time, was always available at mealtimes.

The house is still there and is occupied.  Some 60 years on and today the area is in appearance more like a bomb site than ever it was in those far off days of the war. The houses are almost 100 years old, they still have the same windows and doors as when I left the area in 1955. I sat in the car and pondered. Despite all we have supposed to have learnt, all the new expertise and technology at our finger tips, we still cannot resolve how best to accommodate sections of society.   Later that day we visited Harrods - it was heaving, it has to be said mostly by visitors from abroad. Stupid money was changing hands and again it provoked a deep feeling of unease.

The day arrived, Tuesday, the weather had given way, gone were the clouds and rain of the previous week, it dawned a bright and sunny morning. Dressed for the occasion, with the aid of David, our would-be son in law as chauffeur along with our daughter Claire we made our way to The Mall. By special arrangement, we were shown where to park, before making our way to the Palace. What struck me was the mix on the day. A mighty throng of joggers seemed to appear from all over the place, add to those the thousands of tourists all in brightly coloured casual wear, then us, the invited throng, something like 8000 are invited. Men in morning dress or lounge suits as well as numerous and varied service uniforms. And then the ladies, so many different outfits, from posh frocks to trouser suits of every shade and colour.  And hats. I have never seen so many hats in my life, and yet no two seemed the same. Milliners and Charity shops must have a field day on such occasions.

Once you are through the obvious security and into the building and gardens, the thing that strikes home is the warm welcome which comes from the wide and varied members of the staff and the household. You were welcome and they made you feel so.
So what’s behind that famous façade? Well, like most houses it has a garden and this one has a water feature. OK, the garden is some 40 acres and the water feature is a 3 acre lake. The lawns are not your manicured type but are well maintained, supported by an abundance of wonderful and varied flower beds.  So many different varieties, so much colour, it took me all my time to stop my wife from taking cuttings.  The whole garden is set against a backdrop of trees and foliage, sitting blissfully as it has for years, right in the heart of the Capital.

The bands play, the Beefeaters move back and forth, gentlemen of the Household keep you up to date with what is going on and when this or that will happen. The Royal Party arrives. Given the vast array of hats and dresses on view, the Queen manages to wear something different.  I have a view that she surveys the assembled guests, then chooses something that isn’t going to clash. That was certainly the case on the day we were there.  While we were not among those presented, we did see them close by. What struck me was that the Queen and the Duke, both of whom are among the “less young”, are very nimble of foot - it was quite remarkable.

While the Royal Party had tea in their special marquee, we enjoyed the same hospitality in less splendid but equally special surroundings. No, we didn’t have cucumber sandwiches but what we had was both very tasteful and indeed plentiful, all served on china, none of your plastic cups and glasses here. One speciality I would recommend is the Iced Coffee – it’s excellent, likewise the Ice Cream, it was delicious.

Before you know it, it’s 6pm, time for the Queen to go.  Apparently, she had another engagement at 7pm. Margaret and I managed a final cup of tea before making our way back to the car and the family. All I wanted to do was put my feet up and once in the car, that was easy. On reflection I wondered when the Queen would be able to enjoy that comfort.   All in all, a very special day, one we would wish to remember.                                                                   Eddie Dennis

Glory is fleeting but obscurity is forever.

OPERATION MACKINTOSH

If I simply asked you all to stand up and sit down, you would have no problem in following this task. However, when it comes to getting you to take basic crime prevention advice, things get a bit harder.

Devon and Cornwall Constabulary have a dedicated team in Operation Mackintosh, aimed at tackling rural crime and in particular the theft of agricultural plant and power tools. Stationed at Cullompton Police Station, police officers analyse and assist in all enquiries where crime has occurred and plant has been stolen. We are also working with the neighbouring Police Forces, as we have found that our thieves tend to travel across the county borders. 

All farm machinery and plant will have unique identifying marks on them, like serial numbers. Do you have a complete record of these serial numbers? Have you post coded your items or marked them in such a way that you would be able to identify them easily as yours?  Over the past few months we have recovered thousands of pounds worth of equipment. All of this has undoubtedly been stolen but because we have been unable to identify it, we have to hand it back to our suspects and not to the original complainant.

So come on, please help us to help yourselves. Start marking and noting the details of your property before it’s too late and been stolen.  For more advice and help, you can contact Op Mackintosh police officers on 01884 831559.  They will create a contract and a proper record will be initiated. They’ll arrange a mutually convenient time for a Special Constable to call, who will visit and mark your property – strimmers, ride-on-mowers, quad bikes, etc., etc. Identifying your property will seriously help us in making a difference in that we will be more likely to obtain positive convictions when going to court.  So go on, play your part. Help us to reduce rural crime.                                       PC 4169 Andy Smith
PRONUNCIATION

I take it you already know, of tough and bough, and cough and dough?

Others may stumble but not you, on hiccough, thorough, laugh and through.

Well done! And now you wish perhaps, to learn of less familiar traps.

Beware of heard, a dreadful word, that looks like beard and sounds like bird.

And dead. It’s said like bed, not bead – for goodness sake, don’t call it deed.

Watch out for meat and great and threat (they rhyme with suite and straight and debt.)

A moth is not the moth in mother, nor both in bother, broth in brother

And here is not a match for there nor dear and fear for bear and pear.

Then there’s does and rose and lose – just look them up – and goose and choose

And cork and work and card and ward, and font and front and word and sword.

And do and go and thwart and cart – and yet I’ve hardly made a start!!      ANON

‘This England’s Book of Parlour Poetry’ (1989) adds a final couplet: ‘A dreadful language? Man alive! I’d mastered it when I was five!’
Nothing better has been developed for baldness than a hat.
WILLAND ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION

We are reaching the peak of production for this season and for some things, it has been a very good season.  Although there was a long dry spell in June, with shorter ones since, all soft fruits have performed well, as have shallots, onions and beetroot. Matters have been helped considerably by the availability of water on the field, the installation of which was completed in the early Spring. In turn, this has made possible the growing of some crops that previously would have suffered from inconsistent supplies of rain.  Water availability is certainly a good advantage.

All plots on the allotment field in Silver Street are currently taken and the site is looking better than it has for many years.  However, there is always a small turnover of plot-holders as people grow too old or move away. If you feel like taking part in a healthy, relaxing and fulfilling hobby, why not get your name on the waiting list.  For more information, telephone one of the following numbers: Chairman, Simon Ducket – 38503 or the Secretary, Margaret Dennis – 839456

                                                                                                                   Horticus

If it isn’t broken, fix it until it is.

GREEN POWER PLANT TO CUT WASTE 
Devon’s growing mountain of waste could be dramatically cut if a pioneering waste to energy plant gets the go ahead.   The proposed plant is the latest idea to make use of waste and reduce the amount sent to landfill. It would dispose of 30,000 tonnes of rubbish and generate up to 2.5 megawatts of electricity a year and would be built on the site of the old incinerator at Marsh Barton in Exeter.  The power plant would make use of the latest technology company to 'cook and convert' household waste into gas which is then used to generate electricity. It is not an incinerator and emissions would meet strict limits.
A bid for funding for the £9 million plant is to be made to the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, under its New Technology Demonstrator Programme. It is hoped this will meet 50 to 60% of the capital cost.  D.C.C.
TAKING NO CHANCES.

There’s always some interesting reading in the Public Notices section of the local paper. At the end of July, there was an item related to a Temporary Prohibition of Traffic Order on the southbound entry slip-road of Junction 27 (they’re installing inductive loops – remember them?). The Order specifies dates and timescales, which is the interesting bit, so I’ll identify them individually.

1. Overnight closures will be 10.00pm to 6.00am, maximum, Monday to Thursday 

2. The Order comes into force on 7/8/04, with a maximum duration of 18 months.

3. It’s expected  that  the  works  would  commence  on or after August 9th and be    completed by October 4th 2004.

4. It is expected that the work will take no longer than two nights to complete.

5. Closure  and  diversion  route signs would only apply when traffic management measures are in place. 

I think that’s what they call “covering all options” and you’ll never be absolutely certain that the additional traffic through the village is because of the slip-road closure…….               Ed.
OVER 60’S CLUB
We commenced our June 10th meeting with the hymn “Rock of the Ages”. After the meeting business, our guest speaker, Mrs Pridham, from the R.S.P.B, showed us some lovely slides of different birds. For our July 8th meeting we were entertained by children from Willand School.  After all our meetings we enjoy a cup of tea with biscuits, kindly prepared by a few of our members led by Mrs P. Spearing. Mrs M. Pratt and Mrs J. Newberry run our draw – all the prizes having been donated by members.

Our outing to Weston-Super-Mare in June was again blessed with excellent weather as was our trip to Newquay in July.  We now look forward to our “Tour of Dartmoor” on August 23rd, Monday September 20th we go to Paignton, and on October 25th we have our Mystery Trip (known only to me!).  All of these trips will be leaving W.V.H at 10am.   Our next coffee morning will take place on Saturday September 11th.



     Margaret Atherton.
Undecided people lose half their life, the energetic double theirs.

THE WONKY TABLE

It’s very annoying, I think you’ll agree, if a table keeps wobbling and spilling your tea.

So I measured the legs on our kitchen table and soon realised why the thing was unstable.

I’d thought for a while that something was wrong – I discovered one leg was a fraction too long.

So I got out my saw to cut a bit off but the dust flying up made me splutter and cough.

It got in my eyes and I really lost touch, it was then that saw that I’d cut off too much.

As you’ll now realise, as you follow this sequel, the other three legs would need making equal.

So I cut and I sawed with all of my might, whatever I did, they just wouldn’t come right.

Determined to win, I kept cutting off more – there were chippings and sawdust all over the floor.

Then at last it was right and I heaved a big sigh but the table was now only six inches high.

It’s not wonky now, of that I’ve no doubt but I bet I’m in bother when Mummy finds out.                                                                     Submitted by Eve Grainger

There’s a substitute for almost everything, except work and sleep

D.C.C. TO SPONSOR FESTIVAL OF SCIENCE VISIT TO DEVON

Devon County Council is sponsoring this year's BA (British Association for the Advancement of Science) Festival of Science, the UK's longest established science festival, in Exeter. Between September 4th and 11th hundreds of exciting activities will make science more accessible to all and show how it affects just about every area of our lives.
The County Council will be broadcasting popular lunchtime lectures on the Internet for anyone who can't get along in person.  The festival attracts about 400 of the best scientists from this country and around the world to reveal the latest developments in research to a wide audience and will launch in spectacular style as the RAF Falcons Parachute Display team sky-dives into Exeter City FC's ground on Saturday, September 4th. 
Ticket prices for individual events vary, while some events are free but need a ticket. Tickets to all events are available from the Phoenix Arts Centre, Exeter or call the booking hotline on 020 7019 4941.  More information on the BA Festival of Science, including a searchable programme of events, can be found online at www.devon.gov.uk.                                                                                       D.C.C.

A proverb is a short sentence based on a long experience.
LETTER TO THE ED

Hi Brian, My name is David Campion, new football secretary of Willand Rovers.  Here is a list of Home fixtures which you might want to include in the September/October issue: 

21st Sept Radstock Town (1st team)                        2nd Oct Minehead (1st team)  

16th Oct Larkhall Athletic (1st team)                 22nd Sept University (2nd team)

23rd Oct Saltash United (1st team)

The trouble with referees is that they just don’t care who wins.

St. MARY’S GUILD COFFEE MORNING

A big ‘Thank You’ to all who helped to make our coffee morning a big success – the steward on the door, people who made and served the coffee, those who made cakes or brought gifts, for the Bring and Buy stall and then helped to sell them.  Also to the friends who came and supported us. I think we all had an enjoyable morning and at the end, I was able to send off a cheque for £160.00 to the Children’s Hospice, South West.       THANK YOU.                              Molly Lee

Attitude is a little thing that makes a big difference.
JUST IN CASE YOU WONDERED…….

If you haven’t read the little plates fixed to the motorway bridge handrail, opposite Dean Hill Road, the solar panel fitted there is to provide the power for the Traffic Master System equipment on the bridge (remember the article in the Jan/Feb 1999 edition?). And those mechanically propelled miniature scooters and motor bikes you see on the roads around the village are subject to the usual requirements of the Road Traffic Act 1988, regarding issues such as vehicle taxing, licensing, insurance and headgear. Those with a top speed not exceeding 5mph are considered as toys and are therefore exempt from restrictions imposed by the Road Traffic Act.                                                                                      Ed.
If everything is under control, you are going too slow. – Mario Andretti
UPSTREAM

Keep in touch with your interests.   “Upstream opens your mind” said one person, “to what you can do if there’s someone who understands and can help you achieve it”.

Enjoy sharing skills and new experiences. Exchange memories and ideas in small, friendly, informal settings, at convenient times, in accessible places. Try things you never tried before. Take photographs, start a sketchbook, have a go at making prints nor music, poetry or pottery, record your memories on CD or tape. A chance for creative talent to emerge.

Explore your local village or family history. How about some gentle exercise, Tai Chi, walking and talking, activities to get you moving? Share helpful hints on cookery, gardening or computers, from the basics to more advanced ideas.

Right now, we are looking for people who would like to help us with an ambitious quilting project, people who are interested in embroidery, appliqué, tapestry at any level of expertise, to work in small groups or from home if you are unable to get out. Or we would welcome you to join us in ‘Exploring Sound’ in Crediton. No musical skill or knowledge is necessary. An inspiring guide will introduce all sorts of musical instruments. Some people just prefer to listen or reminisce or tell stories.  Beginners who want to learn the basics about computers are meeting in Spreyton. There’s help for those who already have a computer and want to make the most of it.

For some months, people in Witheridge and Silverton have enjoyed meeting regularly and are so enthusiastic that they’ve established their own groups, with Upstream support and advice when needed. Following the earlier success this year, the Boniface Centre in Crediton will host another set of varied activities. 

Everyone finds something to catch their interest. New people are always welcome. And there’ll be plenty of other opportunities when you contact Upstream. If you feel out of touch, or undecided what you’d like to do, we’ll make a few suggestions to get you started. If you’re stuck in the house, with time to spare, we’ll help you find transport if needed, or try things you can do at home. 

We’re an independent charity, creating activities for people from 60 to 90, thereabouts, in the areas of Crediton, Cullompton, Okehampton, Tiverton and the villages around. We’re funded by the Lottery, Arts Council and others. Our aim is to fire your enthusiasm.  Find out more, for yourself or a friend.  We’d love to hear from you. Call 01363 778029.    Simon Goodenough, Director, Upstream.

Life is extinct on other planets because their scientists were more advanced than ours.

UFFCULME SCHOOL – FORMER PUPIL’S REUNION
The former pupil’s reunion is usually held in June.  This year, it has changed to coincide with the school’s GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY, so will be held on Saturday, 20th November, at the school.  Please contact either Mrs. A Pannifer at ‘The Larches’, Washfield, Tiverton, Devon EX16 9QZ 9tel. 01884 258637) or Mrs E. Hagelstein at 4 Commercial Road, Uffculme, Devon EX15 3EB (tel 01884 840194). Tickets are available for the Buffet Supper, price £5.00, from Esther Hagelstein before November 5th.

It’s better to have lived one day as a tiger than a thousand years as a sheep.
WOODLAND COMMUNITY TRUST

As many local residents will already know, there are four small areas of woodland in Willand near the Meadow Park development, which are currently managed by The Woodland Trust.  These areas are very precious to residents, as well as Willand Parish Council and The Woodland Trust have been approached to see if there was any possibility of taking on a lease on the four pieces of woodland to be run by some form of Woodland Community Trust.  Funding would be sought and grants provided for the essential works that will no doubt need to be undertaken over the years.  The Woodland Trust has initially indicated their interest in leasing the woodland to a community group.

This is a very exciting opportunity for Willand residents to really get involved in local conservation.  Anyone who is interested in volunteering their time to this extremely worthwhile venture should in the first instance contact the Parish Clerk on 01884 258297 for further details.                                                    Nina Ashley
SURPLUS ARCHIVE MAGAZINES.

There might just be somebody out there who would like one or two, some or all of our surplus archive Magazines.  If nobody responds, they’ll go into a box and be deposited in the paper store. We have copies of all but five issues to discard, from 1995 onwards. I’m not suggesting they’re collector’s items but I just don’t want to throw them out before asking the question. Give me a ring.                  Ed. 
Change is inevitable – apart from parking meters.
DEVON BABIES GET A HEAD START AT SCHOOL

Thousands of babies in Devon are being given a head start at school, thanks to a county-wide book project which encourages families to enrol their children as library members. Bookstart is based on the belief that babies who enjoy an early introduction to books benefit educationally, culturally, emotionally and socially. 

The Bookstart scheme was introduced to parts of Devon in 1999 and now covers the whole of the county. Researchers at Birmingham and Surrey Universities have now confirmed that Bookstart babies have a head start when beginning school.  The scheme is administered by Devon County Council's Library Service (01392 384205) and local health authorities.

Free Bookstart packs are distributed by health visitors when babies have their eight-month health checks. The number of under-fives becoming library members in Devon has more than doubled over the last two years from 3,795 to 8,466. 
The easiest way to get a child’s attention is to stand in front of the television set.

AND FINALLY

I made a call to B.T. Internet Services recently.  Having chosen the ‘option’ I needed, I was answered immediately by an extremely polite gentleman, who patiently listened to what I had to say, checked out some security details and twice apologised for keeping me waiting during a ten/fifteen-second period, whilst my details were brought up on his screen.  I told him the information he needed to resolve my problem and he repeated it back to check he had got it right. 

We finished our conversation, which had taken no more than two or three minutes, with him asking me if there were any other queries he could resolve, then thanked me profusely for calling B.T. Internet Services.  I was so impressed with his politeness and efficiency, I asked him in which part of the U.K. he was based.  Hesitatingly, he said “I’m not, sir, I’m in India.” 
WILLAND DIARY
September

Thursday         2nd        Methodist Church Coffee Morning            
            10.00am

Thursday         2nd        CAMEO Ladies Group,                   W.V.H.            7.15pm
Friday              3rd        Tiverton Radio Controlled Car Club    W.V.H.,       6.30pm

Sunday             5th        Country Fair, Bridwell Park, Uffculme.                 10.00am

Monday           6th        Culm District Flower Club                W.V.H.           2.15pm

Tuesday           7th        Willand Rovers Bingo                      W.V.H.            7.30pm

Wednesday      8th        Willand Garden Club – Flower Arranging. W.V.H.7.15pm 
Thursday         9th        CAMEO Coffee Morning,                W.V.H.          10.00am

Thursday         9th        Willand Over 60’s Club                    W.V.H.            2.15pm
Thur-Sat     9th-11th      Lost Orchards Exhibition, Willand Church Hall
Friday            10th        Cowgirl Twisters                              W.V.H.            7.30pm

Saturday        11th        Over 60’s Coffee Morning               W.V.H.           10.15am

Tuesday         14th        British Legion Bingo                        W.V.H.            7.30pm

Friday            17th        Cowgirl Twisters                               W.V.H.           7.30pm

Saturday        18th        Willand Garden Club Coffee Morning   W.V.H.    10.15am

Monday         20th        Over 60’s trip to Paignton & Newquay                  10.00pm
Tuesday         21st        Willand Rovers Bingo                       W.V.H.           7.30pm

Friday            24th        Willand Whist Drive                         W.V.H.           7.45pm
Thursday 30th Very Early Cut-Off for Input to November Magazine – Sorry!

October

Monday           4th        Culm District Flower Club               W.V.H.            2.15pm

Tuesday           5th        Willand Rovers Bingo                      W.V.H.            7.30pm

Thursday         7th        Methodist Church Coffee Morning
            10.00am

Thursday         7th        CAMEO Ladies Group                     W.V.H.            7.15pm

Saturday          9th        CAMEO Coffee Morning,                W.V.H.
Tuesday         12th        British Legion Bingo                        W.V.H.            7.30pm
Thursday       14th        Over 60’s “Harvest” meeting           W.V.H.            2.15pm
Friday            15th        Cowgirl Twisters                              W.V.H.            7.30pm

Tuesday         19th        Willand Rovers Bingo                      W.V.H.            7.30pm
Thursday       21st        BBC Radio Devon’s Chestnut Appeal Quiz   
Saturday        23rd       History Group Coffee Morn. & Exhibition WVH   10.00am

Monday         25th       Over 60’s Mystery Trip                     W.V.H .         10.00am

Friday            29th       Willand Whist Drive                          W.V.H.           7.45pm

Saturday        30th       Culm Valley Nurses Coffee Morning   W.V.H.       10.15am

November

Thursday        4th        Methodist Church Coffee Morning
                         10.00am

